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June 2011 – Compass Points

Talented as this bunch is, a ship the size of AYC needs a big crew
too and that means we need YOUR help too. So step up, “grab
a line”, ask how you can help “trim” the sails on this vessel we
call the Arizona Yacht Club. Crew comes in all shapes and sizes
and there are roles just right for everyone to make a difference,
from racing, sailing classes, and equipment maintenance, to
helping re-energize our juniors program, getting our “Golden
Sailors” on board, and on and on. “Many hands make
light work!”
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Summer is upon us! New Board of Directors, time to renew your
membership, time to head for cooler climates for sailing, time to
get the family out for FAMILY NIGHT and take the challenge!
1) Commodore’s Corner
2) June 14 Membership Meeting – FAMILY NIGHT!
3) Commodore’s Celebration Photos and Awards

First on the agenda for the year is FAMILY NIGHT. Come on out
and bring the kids for a night of fun for everyone.

4) Renew Your Membership Today!

I look forward to seeing each and every one of you this year!

5) Summer Cruising – Helpful Links for San Diego Info

Fair winds!

6) 2011 AYC Club Champion – Martin Lorch!

Emory

7) On Sailing – A Story….and a Challenge

June Membership Meeting
6/14 – Family Night

8 ) Fleet of the Month – Catalina 22
9) For Sale! Want Ads!
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Commodore’s Corner
June 2011

Join us for Arizona Yacht Club Family Night at the June meeting.
Where: Rolling Hills 19th Hole - 1415 N. Mill Ave. Tempe, AZ
85281 • (480) 350‑5275 (across from Salt River Project)
When: 6pm Social Hour, 7pm Program

June 2, 2011 4:19 am

Here’s the plan:
- Tuesday – June 14th – meeting starts promptly at 7:00 pm
- Everyone under 16 receives a T-Shirt
- Name the Opti Boat Part Game for those under 10 – no help
from parents
- Join in the fun with a group game; each team of 4 or 5 people
with at least one member under 16 as a participant
- We’ll test your sailing knowledge with interactive games with
PRIZES for the top two teams….DON’T MISS IT!!!!
And then….enjoy some WILD sailing videos and then we’ll call it
a night

Ahoy Arizona Yacht Club! So here I am, Commodore! Whoa! You
really can’t believe how surprising it is to me that I’m in this
position. Well, ok, yeah I suppose it’s pretty surprising to some of
you too.
Experience? OK, I ain’t got it….but fortunately, we have a great
Board of Directors to help keep me out of trouble and help create
a great year for us all. We have past Commodores (Joe, Greg,
Mike and Mike), former Commodores from other clubs (Roger,
Philip), tried and true BoD mainstays of the past few years in
Trey, Cindy and Tony, my good buddyJohn Mayall at the helm of
the ASF and our lone “newbie” Brenda Shears that has no
qualms about keeping me in my place. THAT is some
talent. (Thank goodness!)

Watch for details on Ice Cream Social Night in July. Ever tried
a root beer float with Jack Daniel’s?
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MIKE FERRING - Rear Commodore

Donald DeFreze 44
John & Jackie Lugo 44
Bill Jennings 44
Thomas & Rose Marie Gilb 44
Jack & Harriet Haskell 40

Commodore’s Celebration –
Thank You Long-time AYC
Members!

30–39 Year AYC Members
Robert & Suzanne Frazier Jr. 37
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Robert & Melanie Ball 37
Dennis & Linda Lynde 37
Anthony & Karen Zelenak 37
Jim & Katherine Swartz 37
Dan Schott 36
Al & Sandy Lehman 36
Ronald & Diane Campo 35
Joyce Alverson 34
Pat & Janet Guthrie 33
Jerry & Marty Booher 33
Tom & Carol Ohlin Sr 32
Wayne & Dotty Tucker 32

We had a great celebration with almost 60 attendees, and lots of
fun watching photos of ASF students practicing capsize drills and
making fun of each other in our semi-annual Blunder Bucket
award selection process.
The Board and Members of AYC would like to take this moment
to recognize our long time members, the people and families that
have built the club we all have to share and celebrate!
THANK YOU AYC for “Paying it forward!” “Paying it back!” And
“Staying the course!”
50+ Year AYC Members

20–29 Year AYC Members
Arthur K. & Jean Carlson 29
Joseph & Linda Laux,Jr. 28

Frank & Mary Lou Bigelow 52
Roger & Paula Hocken 51
40–49 Year AYC Members
Charles McCoy 49
Joe Aneta & “Punkie” Rowe 46
Donald Hubele 45

Patty Rosky 26
Charles & Deborah Fife 26
Frank & Margaret Putman 26
Michael & Teresa Easley 24
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June H. Ginall 24
George & Carol Sheller 24
Tom Errickson 23
Mike Champlin 23
Ricky & Susan Gilchrist 23
Paul & Teresa L Pinter, Jr. 23
Al & Christina Lehman 22
Larry & Debra Green 22
Steve & Angela Nahkala 22
Michael Yarnell 22
Tia Renshaw 22

Patrick & Marsha Blumm 15
Peter & Lindamarie Schweizer 15
Skip & Christy Kempff 15
Roger Butterwick 14
George & Barbara Irwin 14
Darrell Carapetyan 14
Dennis Martinelli 14
Sheila Reed 14
Cyrus & Joan Zittle 14
David Cummings 14
Michael T & Tracy L Ewens 14
Jason & Brenda Rziha 14
Hartley & Lesley Gardner 14
10–13 Year AYC Members!
Steve Groce 13
Mark Mollison 13
Chris Robertson 13

Dan & Sheila Rinder 21
Bill & Angela Hutchinson 20
J. Stephen & Lucy Howell 20
Jim & Paula Douglas 20
10–19 Year AYC Members
Raymond & Marjorie Gazzera 19
Jo & Dale Mogle 18
Robert & Joyce Worrall 18
Edward & Reiko Lynch Jr. 18
Rick Johnson 17
Thomas Coury 16
David Cummings 16
George & Barbara Tingom 16
Tom & Sheryl West 16
John & Kristine Wilcox 15

James & Elaine Batz 13
Robert Nesbit 12
Larry & Kathleen Wheaton 12
Rusty & Jill Keagle 12
Todd Schiller 12
Mike & Maryellen Ferring 11
Brett Bigelow 11
Dale & Jean Zobel 11
Diana Johns 11
Steve & Jan Dolter 11
Mark & Jean Lasee 10
David & Carol Rawstrom 10
Kyle Clark 10
Travis & Jennifer Kenyon 10
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Dave & Wendy Christensen 10
Ed Lindow 10
Ben Doane 10
Andrew Jody Dean 10
Steve Kusic 10

Flying the AYC Burgee south of the Coronado Bridge on
a Catalina 270, rented from Seaforth Boat Rentals. I was sailing
single handed on April 20th, a cloudy day with intermittent light
rain or drizzle, and winds of 10–15 kts with some higher gusts.
A beautiful day to practice sailing.

THANK YOU AYC for “Paying it forward!” “Paying it back!” And
“Staying the course!”

Time to Renew Your
Membership!

Lots of us will be heading to the Pacific Coast soon, with our
boats or to charter theirs. Either way it’s good to where the
SAVINGS ARE if you are chartering, and where the DANGER IS
in either case.

June 2, 2011 4:17 am
It’s that time again, June 1, 2011 is the first day of annual
Membership Renewal period.
Don’t wait till the last minute…CLICK HERE to register now, or if
you need some help come on down to the June membership
meeting and we’ll get you signed up there and then!

Chartering? Check out the affiliate member rates at Harbor
Sailboats! Arizona Yacht Club is the one and only affiliate club of
Harbor Sailboats sailing club. Get members-only rates by
showing your Arizona Yacht Club membership card. Click here
for boats and rates.

Prefer to use the good old US Mail and a pen or pencil? Drop an
email to one of our “Ace” Membership Directors and they’ll get
you a hardcopy form to fill out and you can mail in your check.

Need some San Diego Bay “local knowledge?” This is a great link
to the “Local Knowledge” pages of San Diego Waterfront’s
Website that includes information like:

Time’s a waistin! Renew your membership today!

- Hazards to Navigation
- Submerged jetty and shoal locations
- Anchorage and Mooring locations
- Launch ramps
- Fuel docks
- Emergency Contacts!!!

Roger Butterwick – Membership Director
Brenda Shears – Membership Director

San Diego Summer Cruising
– Local Knowledge &
Savings!

Have a great time keeping COOL in San Diego, Long Beach or
wherever you journeys take you!
MICHAEL PARKER – CRUISING CAPTAIN

June 2, 2011 4:15 am
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AYC Club Champion –
Martin Lorch!
June 2, 2011 4:13 am

Tingom /Lorch
Your 2011 AYC Club Champion is Martin Lorch, supported by
able Capri expert George Tingom as crew!
My first experience on a sailboat was with my boss at the
time. My buddy and I had worked for months on this big project

Congratulations to all of the fleet champions.
Buccaneer – Matt Davis
Capri 14.2 – Mike Ferring
Catalina 22 – Martin Lorch
Laser – Mike Bernard
Merit 25 – Roger Butterwick
PHRF Non-Spin – Mike Ferring
PHRF – Dave Christensen
Portsmouth – Joe Motil
Thistle – Skip Kempff
Viper – Charles Kaye

and when we were done and all the Exec’s were happy, he
invited us and our wives out on his Catalina 30 in San Diego. We
motorsailed with just the main up in the bay for a while then he
looked at me and said “are you ready to go sailing?” I was quite
confused because I thought we were already sailing but said
“sure” or something like that. He reached down, turned off the
diesel and had me unfurl the jib. Things got quiet and all you
could hear was the rush of the wind and water. I was hooked.

On Sailing – A Story and
a Challenge
June 2, 2011 4:12 am
I love sailing. I’ve only been doing it for about 6 years now with
varying frequency and intensity, but I noticed that as time
progressed the ways that it enriches my life change. This
changing dynamic of how it fits into your life is part of why
I think it becomes a lifelong passion for people. Let me explain by
sharing a few of my own personal experiences.

When I got back I discovered the Arizona Yacht Club. I started
coming down to Tempe Town Lake and crewing for people like
George Tingom and Peter Schweizer. I discovered
racing. I grabbed a sunfish and gave that a try. I ran into Emory
Heisler and saw how much fun he was having and thought to
myself “I want to hang out with those Buccaneer guys…they are
having a great time!” The most important thing any of us can do
for new sailors is get them out on the water! Give them the
opportunity get wet, race, hang off the rail, flip the
boat…whatever…just get them out there!
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enthusiasm invigorates me. I got at least as much from spending
time with them as I hope they got from me. You don’t have to be
a “qualified instructor” to give back either. I’m sure you know
someone who has expressed interest in learning to sail. Take
them on as crew. Give them that chance. Come out and help with
a Start Sailing Right class or a High School Sailing class on the
water some afternoon. You don’t need to be certified…you just
need to want to give back to your sport.

Then it was the Buccaneer North American Championship
campaign. 18 months of prep and training with crew Patrick
Edwards resulted in the B Fleet Trophy coming home to AZ yet
again. But when that was over, I decided that now my two kids

So then I got a Buccaneer 18. I raced the heck out of it. With
crew, without crew…it didn’t matter…I wanted to compete. My
daughter was too small to go with me at that point (this is
important later) but I was out as often as I could get out. I also
took the Sailing Instructor course, but at the time for me, taking
the course was more so I could learn more about sailing. I was
intent on winning and improving my skills. And I did. I won the
Club Bucc Fleet in 2006. Quite frankly I think it was because
I showed up more than anyone else…but hey, that’s 50% of it,
right! I had a lot of friends help me learn along the way as
well. Mentors and friends that were always willing to answer
questions like “how did you beat me in that race” or “why doesn’t
my boat point as high” or “how do you replace the centerboard
gasket?” These are the kinds of friends a beginning boat owner
needs to have so they don’t get frustrated and stonewalled.

were both big enough to be out on the water, but the Bucc wasn’t
the right fit. After much discussion with my loving wife, we
decided to get a bigger boat. Reluctantly, I traded my
Championship steed to Mike Parker for a sporty, but decidedly
more pigish, Santana. What I enjoy about sailing now is not the
thrill of victory or the intensity of competition. It is time with my
family and friends that would dare crew with a 6 and 3 year old
on the boat (we almost named the boat “Stop It” after one
weekend.) It’s seeing my daughter drive the boat while my son
sleeps in the v-berth. My wife starting to “get it” when it comes
to launching and dousing the enormous spinnaker. Having my
son come help me drive the boat. These moments, and many
others, are what I get out of sailing now.

It was about this point that the real estate market started to nose
dive. At that same time the ASF decided it needed a paid
professional, so I took on the responsibilities at the ASF Director
of Sailing Education. This was one of the most rewarding things
I have ever done.

The point here is that every step along the way, sailing has
fulfilled me in ways I’m only just starting to understand. And
every step along the way the people I encountered are what
made the difference. I hope I have been that person for others.

People along the way had given me a lot, more than I even
knew. Now it was my turn to give back. The surprising thing was
that the people I encountered (and still encounter) all have
a fresh enthusiasm for our sport and their

And now here is the challenge. This season, be that person for
someone else. Take on a greenhorn as crew for
a season. Sponsor a Fleet Tuning day to bring everyone’s level of
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For Sale! Classified Ads!

competition up. Come out on a Start Sailing Right afternoon and
help out. Volunteer to help with the Leukemia Cup. Our club has
hit a bit of a plateau in membership and event participation. The
only way to push through isif everyone takes the opportunity to
be that person that makes a difference in someone else’s sailing
experience. Make this the first season that you make a conscious
effort to give back to the sport and club that we all love so much.

June 2, 2011 4:10 am

(Thanks to Mike Ferring, Chrisann Tortora for Photos)

Fleet of the Month – Catalina
22
June 2, 2011 4:12 am
Boat For Sale: Reigning four-time AYC PHRF Non-Spinnaker
fleet champion, 1978 O’Day 25 Melissa Kay. Proven race winner
plus commodious cruiser all in one, complete with bimini and
barbeque. With fresh North radial-cut main, excellent North
100% jib, and highly dubious North 155 genoa. Harken traveler
and jib tracks, adjustable backstay, Boomkicker, with halyards
and vang led to the cockpit. 4hp, 4-stroke outboard. Well
maintained. $5995 or best offer. Available for viewing and
purchase at the Sail Boat Shop 928.501.7245. Questions: Mike
Ferring, day 602.257.0141 or mike@ferrings.com.

The Catalina 22 is a classic, one of the most popular one-design
sailboats in the world. More than 15,000 boats manufactured for
over 35 years make them readily available and relatively
inexpensive.
The older boats are as competitive as the newest ones, providing
a level playing for everyone.
We may not sail the fastest or highest-tech boat on the lake, but
for flat-out, boat-on-boat racing, the Catalina 22 fleet at Lake
Pleasant is awesome. Great competition is the name of the
game—double digit numbers of boats wanting the “front row” at
the line and six-plus boats converging on marks. Make a mistake
and four or five boats blow by. Positions are constantly in flux.
Deciding who to cover? Might as well flip a coin.

(5÷2011)
Boat For Sale: A fast, easy to launch 2003 Capri 22, “Kicks”.
Fully equipped to race [incl. spinnaker gear] or cruise. Full
inside/outside cushions, stainless BBQ, etc… $ 15,000.00. Boat is
in A1 condition and can been seen at the “Sailboat Shop”: Call
Tom at 928−501−7245. (5÷2011)

Boat For Sale: Hutchins ComPac 16. $4,500.00 Beautiful 16′
sloop. Perfrect for beginning sailors or old salts ready to
downsize. Includes main, jib, trailer, 2hp Johnson outboard, many
little extras. Cockpit seats 4 adults easily. 2 berths. Can be seen
in Ft. Hills. Contact John Birkemo (480) 717 4012.

Want to learn more about the fleet, ride along for a race, find
a boat, or join the fleet? Contact the Fleet Captain and let’s get
started!
Fleet Captain: Martin Lorch 602.954.8324

(6÷2011)
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Advertise in the Compass Points and on the ArizonaYachtClub.org website!
Email Web@ArizonaYachtClub.org for more information.

Arizona Yacht Club Officers and Contacts
Commodore

Emory Heisler

Vice Commodore

Philip Freedman

Rear Commodore

Mike Ferring

AYC Racing Fleet Captain

Trey Harlow

Cruising Captain

Mike Parker

Treasurer

Tony Chapman

Two-Year Junior Staff Commodore

Joe Motil

One-Year Senior Staff Commodore

Greg Jackson

Secretary

Cindy Pillote

Membership

Brenda Shears

Membership

Roger Butterwick

Compass Points Editor & Advertising

Rob Gibbs

ArizonaYachtClub.Com Web Guy

Rob Gibbs

Arizona Sailing Foundation President

John Mayall

